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For over thirty-five years, from 1886 to the mid-1920s, 
the North Beach Amusement zone provided enter-
tainment for millions of local citizens and vacationers.  

We have identified three late 19th and early 20th century 
carousel owners and manufacturers who were involved 
with North Beach: George W. Kremer, E. Joy Morris and 
Frederick J. Droge. This article begins to piece togeth-
er the history of the owners and the carousels that were 
placed at North Beach, Long Island, NY.

Advertisement for Kremer’s 3-row Looff Silver Spring Carousel from the North Beach Amusement Guide, circa 1900. 
Kindly provided by George Kremer and printed with permission of La Guardia and Wagner Archives, La Guardia 
Community College. “The man standing in the center of the picture is probably Geo. W. Kremer” (1).

The ultimate fate of the 
North Beach amusement 
zone was La Guardia Air-
port, shown here in 1946. 
With just two runways, it 
was the busiest airport 
in the country with over 
197,000 flights that year.
Courtesy Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey and 
www.airportjournals.com
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History of North Beach 
Bowery Bay Beach, Queens, Long Island, New York, 

became the site of “The Bowery”, an amusement park 
that opened on June 6, 1886(2). The park, a venture of 
piano manufacturer, William Steinway, and beer brewer, 
George Ehret, was opened, “as sort of a select family beer 
garden”...”he (Steinway) had in mind a pleasure resort for 
the workingmen in his piano factory on the Astoria side of 
the East River, their families and as many of their friends 
as cared to ferry across from New York and join them in a 
social glass”(3). 

Bowery Bay Beach became enormously popular, attract-
ing patrons and picnickers with grand hotels, restaurants, 
rides, and all kinds of stage and theatre acts. There were 
Wild West shows, fireworks displays, wild animals, high 
wire acts, hot air balloons, movie houses, shooting contests 
and boat races(4).

Groves of trees and manicured lawns were meticulously 
maintained. It was a place of open, serene beauty, a wel-
comed respite from crowded, often suffocating city life. With 
the area being very well policed, women and children were 

Electric lighting was installed on North Beach’s Grand Pier by the North Beach Improvement 
Company in 1894 to allow for night bathing, unique to North Beach. 
Photo Courtesy of the Greater Astoria Historical Society. From North Beach, Vanished Pleasureland of Queens by Vincent F. Seyfried. 

North Beach’s relocated 
Pony Track. The drain is a 

testament to North Beach’s 
management’s intentions 
of keeping the grounds of 

the amusement areas in 
pristine condition.  

Photo Courtesy of the Greater Astoria 
Historical Society. From 

North Beach - Vanished Pleasureland of 
Queens, by Vincent F. Seyfried.
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able to spend a day or 
weekend at the park un-
attended. Transportation 
to and from North Beach 
was made easy with am-
ple ferry service and once 
on land, trolley cars were 
readily available to shuttle 
visitors around. 

Each year, there were 
building expansions, new 
additions, remodels and 
fresh paint at North Beach, 
keeping the resort in tip-
top shape and visually appealing(4). 

In 1891, blue laws, restricting the sale of alcohol on Sun-
days, and a new name, North Beach, were put in place to 
tame a growing problem – the excessive consumption of 
alcohol, – and to disassociate it from Manhattan’s “Bowery”, 
a street of ill-repute(2,5).  

Despite the bucolic-like atmosphere, this type of descrip-
tion from a The New York Times article of a summer day at 
North Beach was becoming all too common – 

“Side doors of saloons gave a welcome to all comers.  
The local police were blind to the rush and gave it no atten-
tion. Saloon keepers say the day’s business exceeded that 
of any day for many months. At North Beach, beer flowed 
as freely as the waters in the bay. It took an army of waiters 

to serve the crowds that gathered in the pavilions there”(6). 
In contrast to the alcohol consumption, a different image 

is conveyed in an advertisement published in the July 3, 
1893 issue of The Daily Star which touted North Beach as, 
“The Most Beautiful and Popular Family Resort” featuring 
“Boats, Bathing, Fishing, Dance, Toboggan Slides, Switch-
back Railways, Carousels and Swings”. A similar scene is 
depicted in an 1896 ad from The New York Times.

Following Steinway’s untimely death in 1896 from typhoid 
fever at age 61, the resort changed hands and it was expand-
ed as is described in an article from The New York Times. 
“After Steinway died, North Beach fell into the hands of a 
seaside improvement company with progressive ideas and 
capital. They put up concert halls, merry-go-rounds, popcorn 

booths, and similar in-
dispensable adjuncts of 
a popular seaside resort 
stretching nearly three 
miles along the water-
front...The result is that 
the average crowd at 
North Beach on Sundays 
and holidays outstrips 
that at Rockaway Beach. 
The Sunday attendance 
runs anywhere from 
110,000 to 125,000”(3).

North Beach’s 
Circle Swing ride 

at water’s edge. 
Not postmarked. 

Barbara Williams collection

Image of 
North Beach 
from The New 
York Times, 
July 12, 1896
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Gambling became a problem at North Beach in Stein-
way’s absence when it was thought a looser rein now ex-
isted(7). “Roulette, rouge-et-noir, and every other of the old 
forms of gambling was boldly exemplified 
in the open roads, in full view of the po-
lice officers, and with no interference from 
them...every boat which left the Ninety-
Ninth Street Ferry, East River, and every 
trolley car from Brooklyn carried hundreds 
of men who wanted to risk their week’s 
wages with the vague hope of making a 
big winning. There was not a fair game in 
the whole array, which comprised at least 
fifteen kinds, and there was not a man 
who staked his money who got a cent of it 
back except the ‘cappers’ who lead on the 
unknowing and the inexperienced ones...
So great was the gambling fever that...vic-
tims gathered around the tables ten rows 
deep...and tore one another’s clothes off 
for the chance to lose their money”(8).

Over time, the North Beach Amusement zone expanded 
to include three primary, separately managed, seasonal 
amusement areas. There was the original Bowery Bay 
Beach/North Beach section, Gala Park, which opened in 
1904(9), and Stella Park, beginning in 1906. All three parks 
had carousels(10). The individual parks and the hotels, con-
cessions, rides, attractions and entertainment within were 
managed by lessees(4). 

The Gradual Decline of North Beach
Seawater pollution had been a problem at North Beach 

as early as 1895 when Riker’s Island, directly across from 
North Beach, began being used as a re-
fuse dump. With garbage seeping into 
the water, the popular Silver Spring swim-
ming pool, formerly a man-made lake, was 
forced to use freshwater to fill the pool(4).  
There were ocean bathers, but the pool 
was immensely popular, with good reason.

Despite the less than idyllic environ-
ment, North Beach continued on through 
the teens as a sought-after spot for relax-
ation, in addition to imbibing, with a steady 
stream of new and expanded hotels, en-
tertainment venues and attractions. But, 
North Beach’s future was in serious peril.  
In 1916 a fire damaged a popular hotel 
and E. Joy Morris’s roller coaster. The fol-
lowing year, 1917, dealt two deadly blows.  
World War I forced the German population, 

that North Beach had catered to, into seclusion. Also, that 
year, a sewer line was installed at the Sandford’s Point sec-
tion at North Beach, which released untreated sewage into 
Flushing Bay. The myriad of little shore-front shops, which 
sold seafood to the hotels and restaurants, began to disap-
pear as the area became fouled. By now, the seawall was 
noticeably and dramatically eroding(4). In 1920, a strategic 
mistake was made when some North Beach pavilions were 

1897 advertisement highlighting many of the attributes of North Beach and possibly used to 
divert attention from the alcohol consumption and gambling issues.  Note the coupon that 
enabled two carousel rides for 5 cents.  
Photo Courtesy of the Greater Astoria Historical Society. From North Beach - Vanished Pleasureland of Queens, by Vincent F. Seyfried.

Over time, the North 
Beach Amusement zone 

expanded to include 
three primary areas. 

There was the original 
Bowery Bay Beach/North 
Beach section, Gala Park, 

which opened in 1904, 
and Stella Park, begin-
ning in 1906. All three 
parks had carousels.
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removed and replaced with a massive beer hall just prior to 
Prohibition(11). The Toboggan Slide at Sandford’s Point lin-
gered on and the vestiges of Gala Park, North Beach’s last 
amusement area, began to fade away as, one-by-one, be-
ginning in 1921, the trolley lines to the resort began to shut 

Left - A North Beach Advertisement 
from the Brooklyn Daily Star, 1904

Postcard showing images of LaGuardia Field, postmarked October 27, 1944. William Benjamin collection

down(4). It would seem that not all of North Beach was out 
of business, however, as George W. Kremer had a carousel 
and roller coasters there as late as 1924. 

By 1930, much of the area was being used as the Glenn 
Curtiss Airport. In 1937, construction for a new airport began 

which eventually became La Guardia Airport(6).

Above - A modern aerial view of New York’s 
LaGuardia Airport.  
Photo courtesy of www.visitingdc.com

Flushing 
    Bay

Bowery 
  Bay



Carousel News & Trader, May 201318 www.carouselnews.com

Composite 1914 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of the North Beach Amusement area. 
Individual maps were obtained from Environmental Data Resources, Inc., Milford, Connecticut and published with permission.

Kremer’s Silver Spring Carousel Kremer’s Junction Carousel

Silver Spring Swimming Poolq
q

q

“Bowery Bay Beach became enormously popular, 
attracting patrons and picnickers with grand hotels, 

restaurants, rides, and all kinds of stage and theatre acts. 
There were Wild West shows, fireworks displays, wild 

animals, high wire acts, hot air balloons, movie houses, 
shooting contests and boat races.”

From North Beach - Vanished Pleasureland of Queens by Vincent F. Seyfried.
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The western half of park is on the left (page 18) and eastern half of park is on the right (above). 

Morris’s Maple Carousel

q

Grand Pier Ferry to NYC

Sandford’s Point

Stella Park Carousel Building

The Chutes

Droge’s Carousel

q
q

q
q

q
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The Carousels of North Beach
A carousel is among the earliest rides mentioned as be-

ing present at North Beach (1888) in newspaper articles 
– a steam-powered carousel at Karl Kaesebier’s Grand 
Pavilion(12). George W. Kremer began operating a carou-
sel at North Beach in 1892(13). It is likely that this carousel 
was Gottfried Bungarz’s that was subsequently sold back 
to Bungarz by Kremer (see bill of sale on page 21). Bun-
garz began manufacturing carousels in 1892(14) and was 
one of the first builders to have a carousel placed at North 
Beach(15). The onion-dome Junction Carousel building pho-
to (page 22) is dated 1892, but we don’t know if this is the 

site where the Bungarz carousel was placed. In 1892, “the 
razzle-dazzle, swings, steam merry-go-round, switchback, 
popcorn, and peanut stands were in full blast and realized 
well financially”(16). An article in The New York Times on July 
12, 1896 mentions, “several carousels run by steam for chil-
dren and young folk”. One of those carousels is located at 
the El Dorado Hotel on Grand Boulevard next to the wa-
terfront’s Grand Pier(17). The El Dorado Hotel is no longer 
present in the 1914 Sanborn Map (page 19). In addition to 
George W. Kremer, we have determined that E. Joy Morris 
and Frederick J. Droge managed carousels at Gala Park 
and near Sandford’s Point, respectively.

Two carousels in one building at North Beach... 
Beyond the carousel in the foreground is a second one in the background where you can see a sea 
monster (above the dog). On the foreground carousel, there are Edward Buff-style Looff horses, what 
appears to be a Looff dog, a spinning tub, large straight-edged mirrors which are Dolle and Borrelli-like, 
floral paint and cones at the platform for the jumpers which are Murphy/Dorber-like. The carousel has a 
ceiling. The rim is very flat. It would appear to be a put-together carousel. On the mirror in the center at 
the far left it is possible, with enlarging and enhancing, to read, “Kremer’s Carousels...284...Long Island 
City”.  Kremer used the 284 11th Street, Long Island City address for a number of years(23,24). 
Photo Courtesy of the Greater Astoria Historical Society. From North Beach, Vanished Pleasureland of Queens by Vincent F. Seyfried. 
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In 1911, Kremer owned, “Two large carousels; and F. Droge, another 
carousel”. The toboggan slides and one of the large carousels are owned 
by Mr. E. Joy Morris”(18).  Another article in 1915 entitled “Park Notes” also 
mentions “Kremer’s two carousels”(19). A piece about George W. Kremer 
at North Beach in the early 1900’s states, “...the wonderful Carousel, 
pealing out “Meet Me in St. Louis, Louis, Meet Me at the Fair” played by a 
calliope-drum arrangement. This Carousel was owned by a Mr. Kraemer 
(sic), a friend of our Father’s and when he was on hand and saw us, it 
was a signal for “free rides”, as he ripped off a yard of tickets. All rides and 
games were five cents”(20).

The second carousel in the North Beach building. There is no 
building showing two carousels within it on either the 1903 or 
1914 Sanborn Maps, therefore, we do not know its location. It 
would seem unlikely that two carousels with competing con-
cessionaires would be in the same building, so we wonder if 
both carousels were Kremer’s. Note the unusual, open, Victo-
rian fretwork above the scenery panel on the rim. 
Photo Courtesy of the Greater Astoria Historical Society. From North 
Beach, Vanished Pleasureland of Queens by Vincent F. Seyfried.

Shown right is a Bill of Sale for a carousel from George W. 
Kremer to Gottfried Bungarz. 
Fred and Mary Fried Archive, the Smithsonian Institution
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George W. Kremer
Census records tell us that George W. Kremer and his 

wife, Caroline W. Kremer, were born in Germany and immi-
grated to the United States in 1884 and 1886, respectively. 
The 1910 United States census lists Kremer’s occupation 
as “Carousel Manufacturer” while his sons George, Jr. and 
Ernest are listed as “Secretary Amusements” and “Mechan-
ic Amusements”. We are fortunate to have been provided 
with information about George W. Kremer from his grand-
nephew, also named George W. Kremer (we will refer to 
him as George Kremer in the article for clarity).

George W. Kremer began operating a carousel at North 
Beach in 1892(13) and we hypothesized that it was a Bungarz 

carousel. In addition to the dates of their presence at North 
Beach mentioned earlier, further evidence for this is the bill 
of sale between Kremer and Gottfried Bungarz dated April 
14, 1896; a contract that shows Kremer’s site of business 
as North Beach. Fried claimed that the bill of sale was for 
the purchase of a Bungarz carousel by Kremer(2). However, 
Barbara obtained a copy of the contract from the Smithson-
ian Institution’s Fred and Mary Fried Archive (page 21). As 
can be seen, the transaction is actually the opposite of what 
was claimed by Fried, and was, in fact, for the sale of a car-
ousel by Kremer to Bungarz for $1,150. 

Since Bungarz was a carousel manufacturer from 1892 
until his death in 1918(21), the most likely explanation for the 

1892 view of North Beach, Queens, Long Island, New York, with the onion-dome Junction Carousel build-
ing on the left.  “The pony ride in the foreground moved after 1900 to the far end of the beach and an-
other dance hall was built on the site.  As the resort’s clientele changed from families to young men and 
women, operators discovered there was more profit in selling beer than offering pony rides.  Across the 
street from the Carrousel stood Corey’s Hotel, featuring George Ehret’s Extra Beer.  Not really a resort 
hotel.  Corey’s establishment was simply a saloon and dance hall”(28). Photo: Barbara Williams collection



Carousel News & Trader, May 2013 23www.carouselnews.com

contract is that Kremer was selling the original North Beach 
Bungarz carousel back to him. Furthermore, Bungarz fam-
ily correspondence(22) states that Gottfried Bungarz did not, 
himself, own or operate a carousel at North Beach.

August, 1897 is the earliest date that 
we have found for a citation that specifi-
cally mentions a Kremer carousel at North 
Beach(25). Most likely this was for a carousel 
that he manufactured. Interestingly, a car-
ousel building became available for lease at 
North Beach in the spring of 1897(26). 

According to George Kremer, who had 
information passed down from his father, 
George C. Kremer and other relatives, 
“George W. Kremer fabricated the frames 
and machinery by himself, along with scen-
ery panels, rounding boards and so on. He 
also did rebuild and reconditioning work 
(probably on a contract basis). The work 
included installing main bearings and me-
chanical parts for others.”  

With documentation clearly painting a 

1903 Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Map of the 
North Beach Amuse-
ment area that includes 
the Junction Carousel 
and nearby Ferris wheel 
that can be seen in the 
photograph on pg. 22. 
Published with permission of 
Environmental Data Resources, 
Inc., Milford, CT.

The Junction Carousel at North Beach postcard 
below, postmarked 1907. Note that the center sec-
tion and president panels differ from those seen on 
the carousel in the North Beach Silver Spring ad-
vertisement. The presidents are noticeably larger in 
the Junction Carousel portraits and the decorative 
trim is different. Barbara Williams collection

Junction Carousel

Ferris wheel

q

q

picture of excessive alco-
hol consumption and illegal 
gambling at North Beach, 
carousel owner George W. 

Kremer was 
directing at-
tention to-
wards his carousel as being separate from 
those activities as can be seen in the North 
Beach Amusement Guide advertisement 
circa 1900 at the opening of the article: 
Special Attention to Children and Ladies, 
he states(27). This is reinforced with, Most 
of the rides cost a nickel, which was also 
the cost of the trolley and the new elevated 
lines, but Kremer offered, special rates to 
Sunday Schools and Trolley Parties. “We 
wonder about the special attention prom-
ised to ladies and children. Whether or 
not the special attention was real; Kremer 
was making a pitch in his ad for the family 
trade”(1).

“George W. Kremer 
fabricated the frames 

and machinery by 
himself, along with 

scenery panels, round-
ing boards and so on. 

He also did rebuild and 
reconditioning work. 
The work included in-
stalling main bearings 
and mechanical parts 

for others.”
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Three-row Looff/Kremer-owned carousel at North Beach.  
This is most likely the carousel that went to Salem Willows Park, 

Salem Willows, Massachusetts. 
Barbara Williams collection

Three-row Looff/Kremer-owned carousel at North Beach.  
This is most likely the carousel that went to Salem Willows Park, 

Salem Willows, Massachusetts. 
Barbara Williams collection
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The carousel in the North Beach Amusement Guide 
advertisement is said to be Kremer’s at Silver Spring. The 
carousel in the postcard (shown on page 23), called the 
“Junction Carrousel”, looks similar to this carousel. It is a 
3-row carousel and all of the animals are Looff. Note how 
“Carrousel” is spelled with two R’s on the two pieces, per-
haps Kremer’s choosing. The Silver Spring Carousel is said 
to have been located at the foot of Ehret Avenue in the ad-
vertisement and was located near the Silver Spring pool. 
This clearly identifies the carousel building on the far left 
(western end) of the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map as the 
Silver Spring building. The carousels in the two advertise-

ments have different centers and rims. Also, even though 
both have President panels, they appear to be different in 
the two images. The Junction Carousel postcard (page 23) 
shows two carousel buildings and one carousel. The build-
ing on the upper right housed Kremer’s Silver Spring Car-
ousel. By examining the 1914 Sanborn Map, we can place 
the Junction Carousel at the corner of Grand Boulevard and 
Old Bowery Bay Road. The Junction Carousel building and 
the Ferris wheel are also present in the 1903 Sanborn Map 
as shown on page 23.

It is interesting to note that the center spread image 
(pages 24-25) is also found in the book Old Queens, NY in 

Early Photographs by Vincent F. Seyfried and William 
Asadorian, Courier Dover Publications. The authors de-
scribe this as being Kremer’s Silver Spring Carousel in 
1898, “located near the Silver Spring swimming pool”. 
The 1927 The Billboard ad shown above contains the 
same image and states that it was only used for two 
years. Thus, even though it may have run at Silver 
Spring, it was likely built much later than the 1898 date 
attributed by Seyfried and Asadorian. We believe that 
this carousel went to Salem Willows.

Salem Willows Carousel
Salem Willows, Massachusetts

The Looff carousel that was at Salem Willows, Sa-
lem Willows, Massachusetts, had the same camel on it 
that is seen in the North Beach picture and “For Sale” 
advertisement of Kremer’s carousel. It appears that the 
horse to the left of the post in the North Beach picture 
is in The Carousel News & Trader, Volume 8, No. 5 is-
sue Salem Willows/Edward Buff article seen on page 27 
(facing page).

In the 1927 “For Sale” advertisement, Kremer lists his 
North Beach carousel as having 27 jumpers, being 48 
feet in diameter with 18 sections, all of which match the 

Advertisement from the December 10, 1927 issue of The Billboard. Courtesy of George Kremer

Signature panel on Knoebels Kremer carousel. 
Note Kremer’s continued listing their location 
at “284 Eleventh Avenue”. 
Courtesy of John Caruso
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Salem Willows carousel. Kremer states there is a seating 
capacity of 72 on his carousel. This differs slightly from a 
1975 sales flyer for the carousel in which the capacity is 
said to be 75. The advertisement says the carousel has only 
been used for two seasons at North Beach, suggesting the 
expansion of his carousel from a 3 row to a 4 row machine 
took place shortly before he placed it up for sale. 

It is not known if this is when Kremer sold his carousel 
and it moved to Salem Willows, Mass. 

Two figures from the Salem Willows carousel. The horse is seen in the North Beach photo to 
the left of the post.  The camel is also seen in that picture. Courtesy of Gray Tuttle

The horse and camel in the North Beach 
photo. Barbara Williams collection

The Salem Willows Carousel 
consisted of the following: 
51 horses – 24 jumpers, and 27 standers; 
12 menagerie animals – 4 camels, 2 buffalo, 
2 sea monsters, 1 lion, 1 greyhound and 
1 Saint Bernard for a total of 63 animals; 
and 3 chariots.
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Kremer’s carousel at Knoebels showing the elaborate decorative trim on the sweeps. Barbara Williams collection

The rim of the 
Knoebels carousel 
has the same “gin-
gerbread” trim on 
the sweeps as the 
Lakeside Carousel, 
Lakeside Park, Port 
Dalhousie, St. Cath-
erines, Ontario, Can-
ada, also a Kremer-
built carousel. 
National Carousel Association, 
Jean Bennett photo

According to the National Carousel Association, this carousel 
was built by Kremer’s Carousel Works at North Beach in 1913. 
Whether it operated at North Beach and when it left there is un-

known. It moved to Riverside Park in Rahway, New Jersey, exactly when 
also being an unknown. 

In 1941, it was relocat-
ed to Knoebels, where it 
still operates as the Grand 
Carousel. It is a 4 row 
machine with 63 Carmel 
horses.

Kremer’s Carousel 
Knoebels Amusement Resort
Elysburg, Pennsylvania
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Lakeside Carousel, Lakeside Park 
Port Dalhousie, St. Catherines 
Ontario, Canada

This Kremer-built carousel with Looff components 
was made in 1903, according to the National Car-
ousel Association Census, and installed that year at 

Hanlan’s Point, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. It is not known if 
it went directly to Lakeside Park in 1921. It is a large 4 row 
with 68 animals. Most of the outside row horses are early 
Looffs. Three are of the style seen on the North Beach/Sa-
lem Willows carousel as are a number of inner row jumpers. 
It has 4 camels, 2 giraffes, 4 goats, and 2 lions, all Looffs, 
except one lion that is a replacement for the original that 
was stolen and never recovered.  

A post at YouTube that accompanies a video of the car-
ousel states that original “gingerbread” trim on the sweeps 

Knoebels outside row Carmel (this issue’s cover horse, above) 
with an animal skin saddle. Some second row horses have 
very elaborate trappings (right). NCA, Jean Bennett photos

Kremer’s Lakeside carousel in the 1980’s. This is an early 
Looff. Courtesy of Bob Guenthner

Lakeside’s lion, a replacement for the Looff that was stolen 
in the 1970s. The two jumping horses are of the Buff style 
seen in the North Beach photo of Kremer’s carousel.
Courtesy of Bob Guenthner

The Lakeside Kremer carousel has a number of Illions inner 
row horses.  Courtesy of Bob Guenthner

has been removed and replaced with plastic reproductions 
for safety reasons.
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Kremer’s Carousel Organs
Kremer appears to have used Ernst Boecker, a manu-

facturer and marketer of organs, as a source of at least one 
of his carousel organs. A Boecker advertisement reads, “Mr. 
Kremer, North Beach, says: “The tunes of my organ, made 
by you, are to my greatest satisfaction. Undoubtedly the 
finest and most excellent music I ever heard. Arrangement 
and timing are of the highest degree. Everybody is speaking 
about my organ”(29). A more extended version of his testi-
monial is seen in the circular by Boecker. We believe that 
the organ in the testimonial from Chas. F. Beck in the same 
circular was located either in a hotel or saloon since he was 
found to have owned both during his business career.

A piece published in 1907 states that Kremer had just in-
stalled a new organ which he claimed “cost $5,256 and was 

paid for in pennies accumulated during his fifteen years at 
North Beach”(13). That sum is equivalent to almost $130,000 
in today’s dollars. Two months later it is mentioned that 
“The beautiful organ installed in Kremer’s carousel is help-
ing things along splendidly. Mr. Kremer now has four organs 
continuously going”(30). It is possible that the four organs re-
fer to one at the Silver Spring Carousel, one at the Junction 
Carousel and two in the building housing the two carousels.

There is an interesting story about a dispute between 
William E. Meissner, a business owner and proprietor of a 
carousel on the south side of Sea Side Avenue in Rocka-
way, New York, and Kremer. 

Meissner obtained a United States patent (No. 582,756) 
on May 18, 1897 with a claim covering a gear-driven mech-
anism linked to a roundabout (carousel) that would cause 

a separate small platform 
to rotate. It appears that he 
placed organ or similar fig-
ures on the revolving plat-
form to attract the attention 
of passersby. According to 
an August 21, 1897 article 
in The Wave, Meissner had 
recently visited North Beach 
and seen, “an exact repro-
duction of his figures on a 
big merry-go-round owned 
by George W. Kremer. He 
at once notified the latter 
of his patent rights and de-
manded a royalty. Mr. Kre-
mer laughed at him and told 
him his alleged invention 
was as old as the hills”. The 
outcome of the dispute isn’t 
known.

A Kremer testimonial from an early 1900s Boecker advertisement.  Courtesy of Robert Kolb
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The following are several additional newspaper advertisements and articles relating to Kremer’s carousel business. These pieces 
provide additional insights into his carousel business. 

The 1924 advertisement is the last one that has been found relating to North Beach and is near to the time of its closing. The 1927 
article may have described the end of his carousel business. His 1930 United States census shows him as being “retired”. 

George W. Kremer passed away in 1938(31).

1904 – Carousel and organ for sale – cheap – Kremer, 284 11th Ave., North Beach(23)

1909 – Wanted – Lady with experience for soda stand, Kremer’s Carousel Building, North Beach(32)

1912 – Wanted – A young man to work around carousel. Must be able to get on and off easily.  
            Apply Kremer’s, North Beach(33)

1916 – Carousel for sale or rent, privilege to operate at Kremer’s Carousel Works, 284 11th St., 
            Long Island City(24)

1919 – Steam plant for sale – boiler, engine, water heater, all fittings, Kremer, North Beach, L.I. (34)

1922 – Carousel for sale, 50 foot, 4 row, 42 jumpers: 50 foot, 16 jumpers or frames separate: organs 
            86 key barrel, 63 key, 52 key, cardboard: 2 large ice boxes, 2 bars and back bar, electric beer 
            pump, show cases, 100 chairs, coffee urn, 18 in. x 8 ft. x 6 ft. counters, asbestos movie booth 
            and machine, 250 gal. aquarium, glass front, 4 compartments.  Kremer, North Beach, L.I. (35)

1923 – North Beach – Kremer’s merry-go-round and roller coasters operating every Saturday and Sunday   
            from noon to midnight(36)

1924 – North Beach – Cashier, Sunday’s only. Kremer’s carousel(37)

1927 – Kremer carousel burns - East end, “the loop”, Koehler’s 2 story Dance Pavilion – burned – carousel,   
            coaster cars and amusement equipment.  Owned by Kremer of Astoria(38)

1946 – Kremer Carousel for Sale by Tom Brown of Bell Auto Parts in Boston, MA. 66 horses, 2 chariots,       
 four-abreast(39)

Meissner’s Hotel 
(bottom left, pg. 30) 

and his carousel 
band organ (right). 

Meissner claimed that 
Kremer infringed his pat-

ent that claimed a method 
to cause figures, likely 

from his organ, to rotate 
on a platform linked to the 
carousel mechanism. Ho-
tel photo from The Wave, 

Rockaway Beach, NY, 
courtesy of Gavin Mc-
Donough. Band organ 
photo from Gavin Mc-

Donough, present-day 
owner of the organ.
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E. Joy Morris

The June 12, 1905 issue of the Brooklyn NY Daily 
Star mentioned that the Morris Amusement Com-
pany owned, “An immense merry-go-round in a 

grove at the top of the knoll the other side of Gala Park. In 
motion all season round...” The July 27 issue of the same 
newspaper places the location at Maple and Old Bowery 
Bay Road, thus leading it to be referred to as the Maple 
Carousel. The Maple Carousel building can be seen on the 
Sanborn Map (page 19) at this intersection on the eastern 
edge of the Gala Park section. We do not know how long 
Morris continued to run the Maple Carousel but his carou-
sel was mentioned in an article in 1911(13) and he placed a 
Help Wanted ad for a 14 to 18-year old boy to help at his 
carousel at North Beach in 1916(40).

E. Joy Morris had applied for and was granted a pat-
ent in 1894 for his figure eight “Toboggan Slide” coaster(41).  
By 1905, he was operating three toboggan slides at North 
Beach, one near the Maple Carousel, one at the Pier and 
one at Ehret Avenue and Brewery Bay Road(42). By 1898, 
Morris also had a Shoot the Chutes across from the North 
Beach Bay View Hotel which had a Ferris wheel ride on its 
lawn.  

In 1917, Morris and Kremer formed a partnership, the 
North Beach Leasing Corporation, Inc., taking over opera-
tion of the resort from the Bowery Bay Beach Company 
that had a deficit of thousands of dollars(43). Subsequently, 
a lawsuit was filed by E. Joy Morris against Kremer and his 
son, George Jr., of the Kremer Amusement Company, Inc. 
regarding control of a North Beach roller coaster. 

In 1919, what had formerly been Morris’s coaster, con-
sidered to be the biggest and most important recreation at 
the beach, was awarded in the Queens County Supreme 
Court to the Kremers(44). The issue had been the failure to 
re-lease the land on which the coaster sat in a timely manner 
and who was responsible for failure to do that. Morris and 
the Kremers were equal partners in the North Beach Leas-
ing Corporation, Inc. that owned and operated the coaster.  
Morris and the Kremers claimed they expected each other 
to do the re-leasing. The Kremers took over the coaster.  
In 1921, Kremer and his two sons filed for incorporation of 
Kremer Coaster Corp., which in some way included (for) a 
“motion pictures” business(45).

Frederick J. Droge

Frederick Droge operated a carousel at North Beach 
from at least 1906 until 1915. In addition to the Silver 
Spring, Junction and Maple Carousels, two additional 

carousel buildings can be found on the 1914 Sanborn Map. 
One is a circular building located at the east end of Grand 
Boulevard near the Grand Pier on the far top right of the 
map. In addition, there is a square carousel building located 
on Bayview Avenue in Stella Park. Based on the interior 
view seen in the photograph of Droge’s carousel, we be-
lieve that the building housing his carousel was the one on 
the east end of Grand Boulevard. The Stella Park carousel 
is mentioned in advertisements from 1907 and 1911(46,47,48). 

We have not been able to identify the owner of the Stel-
la Park Bayview Avenue carousel. A 1906 article stated, 
“Mammoth and colossal carousels of Kremer, Morris & 

E. Joy Morris’s 
carousel at 

North Beach was 
known as the 

Maple Carousel.  
Courtesy of John Caruso

“An immense merry-go-
round in a grove at the top 
of the knoll the other side 
of Gala Park. In motion all 
season round...”
NY Daily Star, 1905
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Droge have many interesting features added in the way 
of improvements that will add to the enjoyment of their pa-
trons”(49). The fact that improvements had been made sug-
gests that Droge had placed the carousel prior to that year. 

In 1909, Droge had an advertisement for the sale of his 
North Beach carousel. For Sale. North Beach’s only Jump-
ing Horse Carousel, 2 fine large organs, latest music...
Frederick J. Droge(50). It isn’t known if this carousel was 
sold and replaced by another, but he continued to operate 
a carousel at North Beach. As late as June 25, 1915 he 
placed a Help Wanted ad for, A boy 15-17 to work during 
vacation on merry-go-round at North Beach(51).

Frederick Droge seems to have left the amusement busi-
ness for at least a few years. His 1920 United States census 
record shows his occupation as “Brokerage”. However, in 
1928 he was again operating a carousel, this time at Heer 
Park, a new development in Lindenhurst, Long Island, and 
that continued until at least 1930(52). His World War II Draft 
Registration Card, dated 1942, shows that he continued to 
live in Lindenhurst, but didn’t appear to be involved in the 
amusement business.

We have previously found families who became involved 
in the carousel business, such as the Murphy brothers and 
the Dolles. This also seems to have been the case with the 
Droges. Nicholas J. Droge, an older brother of Frederick by 
four years, had an advertisement in a July, 1903 issue of 
the Brooklyn NY Daily Star, Take a trip to Bergen Beach, 
it is in full bloom, and have a ride on the electric carousel. 
N.J. Droge, prop. 

Based on the earliest carousel references that we have 
been able to find, it appears that Nicholas preceded Freder-
ick as a carousel proprietor. Nicholas continued to operate 
the carousel at Bergen Beach until at least 1909. “Droge’s 
carousel has been crowded the week through”(53).  

Nicholas’s carousel that was subsequently relocated to 
Keansburg, New Jersey in 1914, was located in at least one 
additional site in New York. “The carousel ride dated back to 
1884 and initially operated at Midland Beach Park in Staten 
Island, New York. It was returned to the William F. Mangels 
factory in Coney Island, New York, in 1913 to be modern-
ized before being transported to Keansburg on a barge.  

The animals, carved by Charles Looff, included 28 jump-
ing horses, 16 standing horses, three goats, two dogs, 
a lion and a dragon. There were also three chariots and 
a spinning tub. To provide music, Droge acquired an im-
mense 30-foot long band organ from the Italian firm Gavi-
oli, said to be the largest band organ ever imported into 
the United States”(54). Nicholas Droge bought and moved a 
building used at the 1906-1907 Philadelphia Exposition for 
the carousel. Nicholas was born in 1876(55), so he may have 
bought this Looff carousel to begin his business between 
1900 and 1903, though the 1900 census record does not 
show a current occupation while living with his family.

Synopsis

The details presented here about George W. Kremer 
as a North Beach carousel owner/operator and as 
a builder of carousels are information not previous-

ly discussed, to our knowledge. E. Joy Morris’s presence 
at North Beach has been known, but we have been able 
to elucidate additional information about his enterprises.  
Frederick Droge hasn’t previously been widely associated 
with North Beach as a carousel owner/operator. We also 
believe that we have “corrected” some carousel history that 
was previously published. 

As with a great deal of the study of carousel history, the 
North Beach project provides insightful information, yet 
leaves us with questions.

A section of the 1903 Sanborn 
map showing the location of 
the toboggan slide adjacent to 
Kremer’s Silver Spring Carousel 
which is labeled “Airiel Railway” 
on the map. 
Published with permission of 
Environmental Data Resources, Inc., 
Milford, Connecticut.

E. Joy Morris’s North Beach figure eight toboggan slide advertisement. Possibly the roller 
coaster involved in a lawsuit with George W. Kremer. Unknown date. Barbara Williams collection. 

Toboggan Slide

q

Kremer’s Silver 
Spring Carousel

Airiel Railway
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Our findings tell us that Kremer operated more than one 
carousel at a time at North Beach. The undated pictures 
show Looff animals on carousels with different artwork on 
the frames, from carousel to carousel. 

One of the articles mentions Kremer’s four organs play-
ing simultaneously at North Beach(30). Between the Silver 
Spring Carousel, the Junction Carousel and the two carou-
sels pictured in one building, one of which, upon close ex-
amination of the digital image is clearly marked, “Kremer’s 
Carousels”, together with his Long Island City address, it 
is possible that he had four carousels at some point in ad-
dition to possibly running the Bungarz carousel as his first 
carousel at North Beach. 

At times, Kremer is reported in newspaper advertisements 
and articles to be operating just, “a carousel”, in 1897(25) and, 
“two (large) carousels”, in 1911 and 1915(18, 19).  We have vi-
sual support from the images for a total of up to four car-
ousels during his time at North Beach, but we don’t know 
the actual time intervals for the different carousels.  We also 
don’t have documentation that tells us when or if Kremer’s 
carousels were reworked, relocated within North Beach or 
removed; but a number of his manufactured carousels were 
subsequently located at remote locations. And by the 1920s, 
Kremer was still operating one carousel at North Beach.

The rims on the Silver Spring and Junction Carousels are 
like those that were on the Goddard Park, Warwick, Rhode 
Island, Looff carousel. That carousel also had Presidents’ 
portrait panels. Were these rims a special order from Looff?

The carousel buildings at North Beach are quite varied in 
style. We don’t know who designed the buildings, although 
it is reported that one was designed by the noted architect, 
Horace Trumbauer, and built around 1902(56). Trumbauer 
also designed carousel buildings for the Philadelphia To-
boggan Company. 

E. Joy Morris’s Maple carousel building is in the style 
designed by Trumbauer, so that could be the one. The on-
ion-dome building is certainly grandiose and unusual for a 
carousel building. We don’t know if the buildings were con-
structed by North Beach amusement zone management 
companies, the overseers of the individual parks within 
North Beach, or by the concessionaires themselves.

The Morris carousel remained at North Beach after 
jumpers had come into fashion, so the original carousel pic-
tured in this article was likely converted. It is interesting to 
note that Droge’s carousel pictured (above) shows standers 
and jumpers, yet he advertises his carousel when for sale 
as being the only jumping carousel at North Beach. Clearly, 
there were other carousels with jumpers. Perhaps he meant 

The Droge carousel looks to have a Mangels frame and Illions horses. Dora Geipel collection, courtesy of Gavin McDonough



Carousel News & Trader, May 2013 35www.carouselnews.com

it was the only all-jumping carousel that had been upgraded 
or had replaced the pictured one.

Was North Beach a wild and slightly wicked place as 
some documentation states, or was it the epitome of a well-
planned and managed upscale amusement area as other 
commentary suggests? It was probably a little of both.

It’s hard to imagine that all of the “ghosts” of North Beach 
have been uncovered. This was another insightful journey 
for us. It has been wonderful getting to know the history of 
an amusement park in quite a bit of detail as well as learn-
ing about the carousels and their locations within an ex-
pansive park that are now only memories to a few. We are 
pleased to be able to share our findings with you, to have 
engaged with family descendants that have been actively 
involved in tracing their family’s carousel history, and also 
hope that this will elucidate new information and feedback 
that can further North Beach’s history. 
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